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(7 July 2009, Yerevan)—Armenian Center for National and International Studies (ACNIS)
Director Richard Giragosian issued a statement today commenting on US President Barack
Obama’s two-day summit meeting with Russian President Dmitry Medvedev and Prime Minister
Vladimir Putin in Moscow:

US President Barack Obama and Russian President Dmitry Medvedev concluded an
important new arms control agreement that will reduce the two countries’ nuclear
arsenals by as much as one-third, as part of an update to the 1991 Strategic Arms
Reduction treaty (START). In addition, the two leaders also signed agreements on
resuming military-to-military cooperation, restoring efforts to combat nuclear
proliferation and regarding Russian permission for US military forces to transit Russian
territory and airspace to conduct operations in Afghanistan.

Although the Moscow summit resulted in an important new improvement in US-Russian
relations, the two leaders need to be reminded of several further imperatives. More
specifically, the US and Russian leaders need to devote greater attention to the need for
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cooperation in forging security and stability in the South Caucasus. Within this context,
there are five essential points for their consideration:

1. Arms Control for the South Caucasus: There has been a dangerous “arms race”
underway in the South Caucasus for the past several years, as Azerbaijan has steadily
increased defense spending. Most notably, Azerbaijan has increased its defense budget
from $175 million in 2004 to almost $2.5 billion for 2009. Even more troubling is the
aggressive and militant rhetoric by Azerbaijani officials, threatening to launch a new war
against Armenia and Nagorno Karabagh. In order to counter this Azerbaijani threat to
regional security and stability, there is a need for a new “arms control” agreement for the
South Caucasus, with the US and Russia cooperating to prevent and persuade Azerbaijan
from acting on its threats of war;

2. Russia Needs to Recognize Armenia’s Strategic Value: Russia needs to recognize the fact
that Armenia is the only reliable ally for Moscow in the region and needs to treat
Armenia with respect. Moreover, Russian policy toward Armenia should no longer treat
Armenia as a “vassal” state, rather than as a strategic ally, and it must not prevent
Armenia from exercising its own sovereignty and independence, including deepening ties
with the European Union (EU) and NATO, if it so desires;

3. There Are No Shortcuts to Democracy: Both the United States and Russia seek stability
in the South Caucasus. But neither country has demanded enough from the Armenian
authorities. Both Moscow and Washington need to send a strong message to Yerevan
calling on the Armenian government to sincerely and seriously resolve the country’s
ongoing political crisis by inviting a new international inquiry into the tragic events of
March 2008, which left at least ten people dead and wounded many more, and take steps
to overcome the polarization of Armenian society. The Armenian authorities must also
be reminded that they must now learn to govern — and not just rule -- the country and
must be called upon to satisfy mounting demands for change and expectations of reform;

4. The Need for a New Approach Toward Nagorno Karabagh: If the US and Russia
sincerely seek to resolve the Nagorno Karabagh conflict, they must adopt a new approach
that includes recognizing Nagorno Karabagh as an equal party to the conflict and
engaging the democratically-elected leaders of Karabagh as full participants in the peace
talks. Only with the participation of Nagorno Karabagh can the US and Russia hope to
achieve any meaningful progress in mediating the last “frozen” conflict in the region;

5. Time to Pressure Turkey: Although there is a real opportunity for a significant
improvement in Turkish-Armenian relations, both Washington and Moscow should
recognize that the burden for such a breakthrough now rests solely with Turkey and
reaffirm the reality that the issue has no direct link to the Karabagh conflict. It is also
clear that Turkey needs to take the next step by opening its closed border with Armenia
and establishing diplomatic relations and must, like Armenia, impose no preconditions
for such a move. Lastly, the US and Russia must not mistakenly praise Turkey for
opening the border and extending diplomatic relations with Armenia; such a move is not
a concession to Armenia but is merely the basic behavior of civilized countries and the
minimum expectation of normal relations between neighbors.
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NU33Y inloptl Nthswpn Uhpwynuywbp dEYGwpwOnud £ UUL
Gwjuwawh Pwpwp Opwiwjh™ Unuynyjwb quqwpbwdnnnyh
hwlnhwntin

=

7  hnihuph  2009p., GptuwG:  Uuop  Nwgiwdwpwywlb  Go wqquwjhb
hGunwagnunip)ntbbGtiph hwyyuywb YGaunpnGh (NMU33Y) nboptb Nhswpn Yhpwynuywbp
hwjnwpwpnipntd nwpwétg aGyowpwltiny UUL OGwhuwqwh Pwpwp Opwidwjph’
Unuydwjnid wnbinh nlbbgwé Gpyopjw ququplwdnnny-hwlnhwnidp Nntuwuwnwbh
Gwfuwgwh YWhwnph UGndtnbih G Juwpswwtn djwnhdhp MnunhGh hGwn:

UUL OGwfuwquwh Pwpwp Opwiwl Gt NniuwuwnwOh Gwfuwqwh Yhwiph UbnygGnbip
wywpwnhb hwugptight ghGwdptpph JGpwhuydwb Gnp Go Ywptinp hwdwdw)Gwaqhpp,
pun nph Gu npwGu 1991 pquwlwlhbG uwnnpwgpwdé Nwgiwydwpwlwb qbGptph
Ypdwwndwl ywpowlwagpp (HRYM) [pwgdwl dwu’ dhOstL dGY Gppnpnnd Yypdwunyth
Gpynt GpypGtpp dhonLywjhb ghGwbngltpp: Gpynt nEYwdwpGtpp unnpwagpbighlb Gt
Gpyynnd nwqiwywb hwdiwagnpdwygnipjwl, dhontywyht qtlptph Lwpwdiwb nbd
wwjpwnhl ninnywé swhpbph ybpuyudwb, Go MnuwuwnwbGh Ynndhg UUL ghGwé
nuidbpph™  Udnwluwnwlnid  gnpénnnipyntbbGbp ppwlwlwgbtine  Guwwnwyny
Mnuwunnwbh  wnwpwépp G onwjhG  uwhdwlOp  wwpwlghy ogquwgnpéiwl
wpwnnbnp)nth unwbwpnt dwuhl hwdwdéwjbwantp:

Ptwtwn Unuynjwl ququwplwdnnnyh wprynitbpnud &tnp pbpdtg Ywpbinp Gnp
pwnbjwyntd  UUL-Mntuwunmwb  hwpwpbpnipyniGOGpnud,  Gpyne  nGludwpGtphG
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hwplywynp t hphptigltp 0h pwbh hwdbtpw| hpwiwjwywbatph JGpwpbpjw: Udth
ynGypLw, UUL G Mnruwunwbh nGwdwnbbpp wbwp £ wydbih 066 nupwnpnep)ncl
nwndbtl IwpwywihlG Ungywunid wbdwnwbgnipnid G YuynilGnepynit nwppGtinch
ninnywd  hwiwgnpdwygnipjwlp: Uju hwdwwnbpunnntd gnynipyntt nllGBG Gpwbg
nLwnpnepjw 00 wpdwbh hhGqg twlywb yhwntp

1. 2hbwiptipph Jbtpwhuynnnipjnilp Iwpwyduwyht Unglywuncd: dbpohG dh pwbh
tnwphbtph pbpwgpntd Iwpwywiht Undywuntd wnbinh £ nlGGOGnud Juwbquynp
«ghGwiptinph dpgwygnipyntb», pwbgh Unpptowlp wpnibwywpwp wybiwgnt &
ww2unwwlnipjwldlt ninnywé  Sdwfiuubipp: Iwwnywbwywlt wyl, np  Unppbowlp
wyblwgnpt £ wyw2unwwbnipjwlb ninnwé pyniptG™ 175 416 nnpwphg (2004p.) 0hGs
gptipt 2,5 d;pn nnpwp (2009p.): Uwlw)bd wnwyb| dwmwhnghs t wyl, np Unppbowbh
wwownnOywbtnd wqptivh G nwgiwwntbils hentunnpnipjwdp  uywnbnd GG Gnp
wwuwnbpwagld ulub] 3wjwuwnwbh Ge LerOwht Qwpwpwnh nbd: Swpwéwnowbwjhb
wbywnwbgnipjwlla ni YuwyniGnepjwlp nbd ninnwé UnppbowlGh wju uwwnbGwhphG
wwwwufuwbbint  hwdwp hwplywdnp £ Swpwdwiht  Undlwunid  «ghGwdpbipph
yGpwhuynnnipjwlb» dwuhl Gnp hwdwdwjlwghp, hOswbu Gwbr wlOhpwdbwn t, np
UUUL-0 G Mntuwuwnwbp hwdwgnpéwlygbl™ Unppbowlhb Ywbfubint G hwdngbint hp
huly wwwnbpwqiwywb uywrbwhpbtpp h Yuwwnwp swébint nunnnipjwdp:

2. Mnwunwlp wtwp [ Swliwsh Swjwunwlh nwqiwjwpwlwld wpdbpp:
MnruwunwOhlG  hwpywynp £ dwlwghp Iwjwunwbh™  nwpwéwpowlnd  hp
witbwyuwnwhbh nwbwyhgp (hGGnt thwuwnp Gu hwpqubp gnigwpbpbp 3wjwuwnwbh
GUwwndwdp: UYGhG, rnuwyul pwnwpwywlnipnilp wybiiu swbwp £ yGpwptpyh
SwjwutnwOhl npwbu «Juuwp»y whnnepjwl, wyp npwbu nwgqiwywpwlwb nwbwygh,
GL swtwnp E funsplnninh Iwjywunwbhb hp huy hGpbh2fuwlnep)ntGb nt wlywiuncpyniGp
gnpéh nOGint hwpgnud, OGpwrjwp Gypnywywb Upnipjwl (BU) G LUSO-h htin
hwpwptpnipynLGGtpp funpugiwap, Gptb Iwjwunw bl wynwbu guwaywlw:

3. 2O Ywpd OSwlwwwphGtip nbGwh dnnndpnwywpnepna: 61 UUL-p Gu
Mnruwunwbp thbGunpnod G0 YuyniGnepyncd Swpwdwjhb Undywuncd: Uwlw)b GpubGghg
G ny OGYp pwlwlwlwswh  wwhwly sh GGpyuwywgptp  Iwjwuwnwbh
h2fuwlnipynLbbbphG: @G wwunnGwlwb Unuydw, G pb” YwphlGqunnlp wbiwnp £ fuhuwn
ntntpd hntl GpGLwahG’ Yns wabnd Iwjwuwnwbh juwrwywpnipjwbp, wbytnénptb G
ponpGh  (nuétp  Gpyph  wpnibwydnn  pwnuwpwywl dqlwdwdp™  hpwdhpbiny
dhowgquwjhl Gnp  hGunwpGGnipynitt 2008 pJwlwlh dwpunn wduh nnpGpquiyw
hpwnwpénipjntGGGpa  (npnGg  wprynibpnid gnhytight wnGwql wwup dwpn G
wwnbpp  JphpwynpytighlG) nwunudlwuppbine hwdwp, puwytp  aGrOwpybp  hwy
hwuwpwynipjwb  pbiGnwgnidp hwnpwhwpbint  nuinnnipjwdp:  Swjwuwnwbh
h2fuwlnipyntGGGphG hwpywynp £ Gube hhGbglb, np Gpwbp wydd wbtwp £ undnnpbl
tnyhpp Ywnwywnbi, G ng pb dhwyb pfuby, 6o Gpwbg wbwp t Yng wpdh, npwbugh
pwywpwptbt thnthnfunepjnt uunwpbine  hGinghbnt  woénn wwhwlobtipp G
pwpbthnfuntdbbph wybywhpbtpn:
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4. LtnOwjhG Nwpwpwnh OGjwwidwdp Jw Gnp dnunbigiwl Jwphp: Gpb UUL-p Gu
Mnruwunwbp waytinénptl guwbywbnd GO [ nuéb] nwpwpwnjwb hwywdwnunep)nilp,
www Opwlp wbwp t npnbgptb Gnp dnuinbignid, npb £ LGrOwjhG Qwpwpwnhp
dwlwsnidp npwbu hwywdwpunnipjwl hwjwuwp Ynnd Go Twpwpwnh dnnnypnwywp
pGupnipntbGbbph wnpnniLOpntd pGunpywé wnwolnnpnbtiph Lhhpwy
GGpgpwyydwonipintlp fuwnwnnipjwlb  pwbwygnepjniGbtipnud:  UpwyG  LGnGuwjhG
Nwpwpwnh dwubwygnipjwdp E, np UUL-G ni MneuwuwnwlOp Ywpnn GG hngubp
thwythwjt, np  wnwpwoéwpowlnd  gnjnipyntb  nibbignn  ybpohlt  «uwnbgwé»
hwywdwpwunnipjwb hwbgnigwntédwbb ninnywd pwbwygnipyntbGbtinnud dtinp Ypbipyh
npbiLt hdwuwmwhg wnwoplpwg:

5. dwdwlwyb kt 8G2nd gnpéwnpbp @nipphwjh GUuwndwdp: PLwbwn pnipp-hwjyuywh
hwpwptinnipynLbbtiph Gpwlwlwihg  pwpbiwydwb  hwdwn Yw hpwywh
hGwpwynpnip)nth, Gt UUL-p, Gt Unuydwl wbwp £ dwlwsbt wjd hwbGqwdwbpn, np
wjuyhuh ptyntd duinglbbipt ptinG wydd dhwylt B@nipphwih nwutiphb £, G wbwp t
JGpwhwuwnmwwntl wjb hpwywbnepynilp, np wju hwpgp ng oh wbdhpwlwb Yww snibh
nwpwpwnwb hwlywdwpunnipjwb hGwn: Lwbr wybhwyn E, np @nipphwb whinp E
Jwuwnwph hwonnpn pwjip, wyb £ pwgt] Swjwuwnwbh htinn thwly vwhdwbp, hwuwnwunt)
nhywlwqhunwywb hwpwpbpnipyniGGtip, o wjlwbu hbswbu Iwjwunmwbp, swbinp
npbict Owpuwwwjdwl wnwownph wjuwyhuh pwjh hwiwp: 64 ybpowwbtu, UUL-p G
Mnruwunwbp swbnp £ ufuwpdwdp gnwpwOtb @nipphwiht uwhdwlp pwgbine G
Swjwuwnwbh htn nhjwlwghunwlwb hwpwptipnipyntbGbbp hwuwmwwnbine hwdwn,
pwOh np wyn pwyjip sh hwlnhuwOnd npwtiu ghontd Iwjwunwbh(, w) pwnwpwyhpp
GpypGGph  wwppwlywb  Jwppwaqhd G hwpbiwGGGph  dpotr  pOGwlwlnb
hwpwpbpnipnLGGbph GJwqwaniyt wybywihp t:

Armenian Center for National and International Studies (ACNIS) 5



