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Moscow's move to improve relations with Baku points to serious shift
in Russian policy: Director of Armenian Center for National and

International Studies
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Director of Armenian Center for National and International Studies Richard Giragosian especially
for Trend News

In response to the recent state visit to Armenia by Georgian President Mikheil Saakashvili, during which
the visiting Georgian leader was awarded a medal from Armenian President Serzh Sargsyan and an
honorary degree from the Yerevan Sate University, several leading members of the Russian Duma (or
lower house of the Russian parliament) were very critical of the Armenian authorities.

Yet ironically, there was also domestic criticism within Armenia itself, by many who questioned the
Armenian president's decision to "award" the Georgian leader with such "honors," while the maijority
Armenian population of southern Georgia's Javakheti region remain subject to profound under-
investment, under-development and widespread poverty, as well as victim of Georgian policies that have
failed to uphold the most basic civic rights for the Armenian community within Georgia.

But the Russian reaction was both sudden and surprisingly strident. While this reaction by some Russian
politicians does not necessarily reflect any sudden negative developments in Russian-Armenian relations,
it is significant for three reasons.

First, the immediate Russian criticism of the Armenian reception of the Georgian leader reveals more
about Moscow's continued hostility toward Saakashvili, even now almost one year after the war between
the two countries. In this way, the primary message of the Russian response was directed more against
the Georgian leader than his Armenian hosts.

Second, the Russian response and criticism of Armenia reveals a deeper and, for Armenia, a more
disturbing trend, whereby Russia has been increasingly arrogant and short-sighted in its treatment of
Armenia, the only reliable ally for Moscow in the region. Moreover, Russian policy toward Armenia has
been generally taking Armenian friendship and loyalty "for granted," rather than as an expression of a true
strategic partner. And from this context, there is a danger that Moscow will only continue to treat Armenia
as a "vassal" state, rather than as a strategic ally.

And finally, the third significant aspect of the Russian response over Armenian-Georgian relations is the
timing, especially as Russian President Dmitry Medvedev visited Baku on his own state visit just days
after the Georgian leader was in Armenia.

This latest demonstration of Moscow's move to improve relations with Baku suggests that Armenia should
be more concerned with a more serious shift in Russian policy, marked by an improvement and
expansion in Russian-Azerbaijani relations and perhaps leading to a modification in Russia's traditionally
pro-Armenian stance on regional issues, including even the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. Thus, it is not the
Russian reaction to the Saakashvili state visit to Armenia that matters most, but the deeper developments
that the Russian reaction to the visit has revealed.

Opinions expressed in this article may be different of those held by Trend News
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CtpemneHue MOCKBbI yny4wnTb OTHoweHuMA ¢ baky rosoput o
Cepbe3HOM cAaBuUre B pPOCCUUCKOM nonutuke - aupektop LleHTpa

HauMOHarNbHbIX U MeXAYHapPOAHbIX uccregqoBaHMn ApMeHUu
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Oupektop apMmsiHckoro LleHTpa HauMOHanbHbIX W MeXAyHapoAHbIX uccnegoBaHunM Puuyappg
MwparocsH (Richard Giragosian) cneumansHo gnsa Trend News

B oTBeT Ha HeaBHMI roCy4apCTBEHHbIM BU3UT B ApMeHuio npesugeHTa pysun Muxanna Caakawwsunu,
B XO4e KOTOpPOro rpy3vHCKUA nuaep Obin HarpaxgeH Mepanbto OT npesugeHta Apmenun Cepxka
CapkucaHa 1 noyeTHbIM gunnomomM EpeBaHCKoro rocyaapCTBEHHOrO YHUBEPCUTETA, HECKOMbKO BEAYLLMX
YNEeHOoB poccuickon [dymbl (UNU HWKHEW nanaTbl POCCUICKOro napriameHTa), BbIpasunu KpuTuky no
OTHOLLIEHMIO K apMSAHCKMM BRacTsiM.

Tem He MeHee, Kak HU NapagoKcarbHO, MMena MEeCTO UM BHYTPEHHSAS KpUTMKa B camMon ApMEHUn co
CTOPOHbI T€X, KTO CTaBWUT MOL COMHEHME pelleHue npesngeHTa ApMeHuu "HarpaauTb FPy3VHCKOro
nuaepa mefanbio”, B TO BpeMsi Kak pervoH [kaBaxeTu Ha tore [pysuu, roe npoxuBawT apMsHe,
HeOJOCTaTO4YHO MHBECTUPYeTCA, OTNn4vaeTcd 3KOHOMMUYECKON OTCTaloCTblO, NOBCEMECTHOW HVIIJJ,eTOl7I, a
TakKkKe ABndeTtca )KepTBOI7I rpy3I/IHCKOI7I NONMUTUKN, KOTOpPaA He CMorTa 3alnTUTb OCHOBHbIE rpakgaHCKune
npaBa apMsHCKOWN O6LLMHbI B [[py3umu.

Ho peakuuna Poccun 6bina BHe3anHowm n yanBUTEINbHO p83|<0|7|. XoTa ata peakuna co CTOPOHblI HEKOTOPbIX
pOCCMVICKI/IX NONUTUKOB He 0bs3aTernbHO OoTpaxaet Kakme-nnbo BHe3anHble HeraTuBHbIE MNOCNEACTBUS B
pOCCMﬁCKO—apMﬂHCKMX OTHOLUEHUAX, OHa UMEET Ba)KHOe 3Ha4YeHne no TpemM npunvnHam.

Bo-nepBbIX, He3ameanuTeribHas KpUTMKa CO CTOPOHbI MO MOBOAY MpUeMa apMsiHaMu TPY3MHCKOro
nvoepa CBMOETENbCTBYEeT O Bce elle BpaxaebHom oTHoweHun MockBbl k CaakallBunum, noytu rog
CNyCTA MOCIe OKOHYaHWs BOEHHbIX AEUCTBUIA Mexay OBYMSI cTpaHamu. Takum oGpasoM, nepBUYHbIN
pOCCUiiCKUIA OTBET OblN HanpaefieH Gorblie NPOTUB MPY3VHCKOTO nuaepa, Yem NpPoTMB MPUHSABLLMX €ro
apMsiH.

Bo-BTOpbIX, peakumst u Kputruka ApMmeHnn co cTopoHbl MocKBbI cBUOETENLCTBYET O Gonee rnybokown, a
ans ApmeHun, o 6onee TpeBOXHOW TeHAeHUMM Torga, korga Poccusa Bepetr cebs Bce Gonee
BbICOKOMEPHO U OnM30pyKO B OTHOLWEHWsX C ApMeHuen. Kpome TOro, poccuickass nonuTuka B
OTHOLLEHMN ApMEHMU B LEeNOoM BOCMPUHMMAra apMsAHCKY ApYOy 1 BEpHOCTb "kak HeYTo camo cobow
pasymetolieecs”, a He Kak [eWCTBUS MNOOJSIMHHO CTpaTernyeckoro napTHepa. Takum o6pasom,
cywiectByeT onacHocTb, 4to MockBa un Bnpeab OygeT paccmaTtpuBatb ApPMEHMIO B KayecTBe
"rocypapcrBa-Baccana”, a He CTpaTerm4eckoro Cor3sHuka.

W, HakoHeL, TpeTVIVI BaXXHbIW acnekTt peakuynmn Poccumn Ha APMAHO-TPY3UHCKNE OTHOLUEeHUA, 3TO pacyeT
Nno BpeMEHMN, 0COBEHHO BU3UT npes3ngeHTa Poccumn ,D,MVITpI/IFl MepBeneBa B EaKy BCEro nuulb HECKOJ1bKO
OHen cnycTd nocne Bnu3nTa rpy3nHCKOro nuaepa B ApmeHmo.

OT10 nocnegHee nposiBrieHne ctpemneHnin MockBbl ynyylwnTb OTHOWEHUSA ¢ Baky roBopuT 0 TOM, 4TO
ApmeHnsa gomkHa 6biTb obecrnokoeHa 6onee cepbe3HbiM CABUIOM B POCCUMIACKON MONUTMKE, OTMEYEHHOM
yrny4lleHMemM U pacliMpeHMEM POCCUNCKO-a3epOanpkaHCKUX OTHOLUEHUN, W, BO3MOXHO, Bedyllenh K
W3MEHEHUIO TPaAMLMOHHO NPOAPMSHCKOM Mo3unumm Poccuy B pervoHanbHbIX BOMpocax, B TOM 4uche
OaXe B HaropHo-kapabaxckoM KOHIMKTE.

Takum obpa3om, camoe rraBHOE - HE POCCUMIACKas peakumsi Ha rocyaapCTBEHHbIN BM3MT Caakawsunu B
ApmeHunto, a bonee rnybokMe M3MeHeHUsl, KOTopble OHa NOBIEKra 3a COOOoMN.

MHeHue aBTOpa MOXeT He coBnagaTb C MHeHUeM peaakuum nHpopmaumoHHoro areHTcTBa Trend
News

http://news-ru.trend.az/print.shtml?newsid=1496166&lang=ru


http://news.trend.az/
http://news.trend.az/
http://news.trend.az/
http://news-ru.trend.az/print.shtml?newsid=1496166&lang=ru

	Moscow's move to improve relations with Baku points to serious shift in Russian policy: Director of Armenian Center for National and International Studies
	Стремление Москвы улучшить отношения с Баку говорит о серьезном сдвиге в российской политике - директор Центра национальных и международных исследований Армении

